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The BC Government recent ly 
r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e i r  p r o v i n c i a l 
departments with respect to water 
supply and licensing.  The Ministry of 
Water Land and Air Protection 
(MoWLAP), the Ministry of Sustainable 
Resource Management (MSRM), and 
the Crown Corporation of Land and 
Water BC (LWBC) no longer exist. The 
Ministry of Environment has been 
reformed and has taken on the roles of 
the previous agencies. 

The Okanagan Basin Water Board 
(OBWB) is proposed to be restructured 
in early 2006 to provide better 
representation for water suppliers 
across the Okanagan. The existing 9 
person Board ,  wh ich  has  3 
representatives from each of the 3 
Regional Districts, will have a voice 
from the Water Supply Association, 
from First Nations and also from a 
Techical Advisory Stewardship 
Committee. 

The Kelowna Joint Water Committee 
recently completed an update of their 
Strategic Water Plan for the City. The 
KJWC consists of GEID, BMID, 
SEKID, Rutland Waterworks and the 
City water utility. The plan sets out an 
assessment of historic and projected 
water use for Kelowna, including an 
assessment of the existing water 
source reliability.  The plan states that 
there is sufficient water for the 
foreseeable future, provided it is 
managed wisely.  It also states that 
drought events appear to be occurring 
with more frequency and to more 
extreme levels.  A copy of the 
complete report can be found on our 
website under Maps & Reports. 
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At 9:30 a.m. on the morning of Monday, October 17th, 2005, a contracting crew 
working at the intersection of Rutland Road North and Briarwood Road was 
impatient and hit the BMID 24 inch diameter asbestos concrete watermain.  The 
watermain, which operates at a pressure of 95 psi, broke immediately filling up the 
trench and then flooding the east half of Rutland Road to Leathead Road.  This 
main is the primary supply conduit to all BMID serviced lands north of Leathead 
Road. BMID has automated controls to shut down the watermains in the event of a 
huge release of water such as this break and it is extremely fortunate that no 
basements were flooded. It is estimated that approximately 10,000 persons were 
out of water for most of the day. 

The BMID office spent a considerable amount of time on the telephones informing 
people of the break and how the crew was trying to get the water back on as soon 
as possible. Once notified, the media was also very helpful in conveying the 
message to the public. 

A photograph of the break is shown 
on the photo inset.  Fortunately, the 
custom repair closure kit was 
available. Time was required to 
isolate the watermain in order to first 
clean and flush the main each way to 
remove as much sand and silt as 
possible.  

The truck brings a wide range of tools 
and equipment to a watermain break, 
including air tools and a powerful built-
in air compressor, a built-in crane 
allows the works staff to lift heavy 
materials, and specialized equipment. 

With the large amount of Asbestos 
Concrete pipe in our District, the crew 
has a wet saw that allows safe cutting 
of the AC pipe during a watermain 
break.  A Vermeer mole is also in our 
toolkit that allows drilling of small 
diameter services under asphalt 
roadways without damaging the 
pavement.  The truck (see inset) 
normally operates without balloons 
except during Rutland May Days. 

To respond effectively to emergencies, 
BMID field staff require the proper tools 
with which to do the job.  After 
extensive research, BMID purchased a 
new works truck in the spring of 2005. 

W A T E R  W E B  
The BMID website is located at: 
   http:\\www.bmid.ca    

W A T E R  D E V I C E S  S E R V I C E  A N D  M A I N T E N A N C E  E Q U I P M E N T  

Filthy water cannot be washed 
 - African Proverb - 

Irrigation of land with seawater de-
salinated by fusion power is ancient. 

It’s called rain! 
 - Michael McClary - 

Call Before You Dig 
 BC One Call 1-800-474-6886 



Recent health articles have established 
a link between the neurotoxin BMAA 
(found in blue-green algae) and 
Alzheimer’s Disease.  The research  
undertaken at the University of Dundee 
showed a strong correlation between 
the Disease and populations on the 
island of Guam, where blue-green 
algae was present in people’s diets . 

Although there is no proven correlation 
between blue-green algae in drinking 
water and Alzeheimer’s, there is cause 
for concern as algae blooms are 
possible during the hotter summer 
months in many lakes in the region.  

BMID utilizes the services of Larratt 
Aquatic Ltd. to monitor our storage 
reservoirs for the potential for algae 
growth.  Early detection is the key to 
controlling and reducing the chance of 
a blue-green algae bloom. For more 
information check out: 

    http://www.medicalnewstoday.com 

         Then search - BMAA 

• Cleaning and repair of the Mugford 
Creek diversion channel which 
supplies water to Belgo Reservoir; 

• Installation of Pre-oxidation system 
and a Streaming Current Monitor at 
the Water Treatment Plant, which 
helps to monitor and improve water 
quality; 

• New Pressure Reducing Valves 
No. 14 and 15 now provide a second 
feed of water to the Rutland flats 
area; 

• BMID contribution to the completion 
of the 2005 Kelowna Joint Water 
Committee Strategic Plan; 

• Watermain extension to eventually 
provide a second connection and 
additional fireflow to the Campion 
Road industrial area of the District.  

• A new coat of paint and sign for the 
BMID office at 285 Gray Road. 

BMID obtains water via an intake on 
Mission Creek below Eight-Mile Ranch.  
The intake diverts water through a 
large flume/conduit across the slopes 
above the Misson Creek canyon 
through a tunnel to our distribution 
system. The tunnel, built in the late 
1940’s, is 960 metres in length and 
allows BMID to supply the majority of 
the water to BMID customers by 
gravity.  BMID did not have a Statutory 
Right-of-Way (SRW) to protect the 
tunnel from development on adjacent 
lands.  The land is owned by Budge 
Winters who has been a good 
neighbor to BMID over the years.  
Budge has graciously agreed to help 
BMID to protect the community water 
supply by granting a SRW to protect 
the tunnel. Our thanks go out to him.�

B L U E - G R E E N  A L G A E  
W A R N I N G  

OBSERVE, RECORD & REPORT 
questionable activities to  

BMID at 765-5169. 

BMID is steadily making progress in the 
areas of water conservation.  The 
effective and equitable use of water for 
all customers is an objective BMID is 
working towards.   

As of January 1st, 2005, meters are 
required for all new connections within 
the District.  This work is progressing 
smoothly.  Although the meters are 
being installed, the customers will be 
charged the same domestic  rate as 
non-metered customers.   

BMID is in the process of applying for 
grant monies available from the Federal 
Government for metering of agricultural 
water use.  With agriculture being our 
largest summer user, grant monies in 
the amount of $250,000 are available to 
offset the cost of meters and education 
programs on water use. BMID is in the 
process of applying and determining 
methods in which to fund this initiative.   

W A T E R  C O N S E R V A T I O N  
2 0 0 5  B M I D  C O M P L E T E D  
P R O J E C T S  

My books are like water:   
Those of the great geniuses are wine.   
(Fortunately everyone drinks water)  

 - Mark Twain -  

H O M E  T R E A T M E N T  D E V I C E S  

In the past, local water utilities have 
received complaints from customers 
about companies that use misleading 
information to promote in-home water 
treatment devices. It was reported that 
statements were made that there were 
poisons, toxins, and other hazardous 
contaminants in the water supply.  
Water supplied by BMID meets the 
criteria and objectives set out in the 
Guidelines for Canadian Drinking 
Water Quality and the BC Drinking 
Water Regulations year round. 

BMID does not object to home owners 
installing home treatment devices to 

further improve their water quality. 
Care must be taken, however, to 
maintain and safely operate these 
systems through cleaning and regular 
changes of filters.  Otherwise, these 
devices represent a greater health 
hazard than not having them at all. 

Water softening devices have been 
sold in our district to residents.  The 
Mission Creek source already has very 
soft water and does not require 
expensive softening equipment.  

BMID constantly monitors water supply 
quality and has full parameter results 
of the water supply from our water 
sources located on our web site at: 
                  www.bmid.ca  

T H A N K  Y O U  W . E . W I N T E R S  

BMID has raised domestic water rates 
a nominal amount for 2006. The 
increase is only to maintain a rate 
equal with inflation.  The average 
single family home will pay a flat rate of 
$25.50/month, up from the $25/month 
in 2005.   

Payment methods include: 
• Pre-authorized payments 

• Cheque, cash or debit 

• On-line or tele-banking  

W A T E R  R A T E S  


